some detail. Outstanding among the later sections are those dealing with glomerular disease, infections of the urinary tract and hypertension. In the first of these, diagrams representing electron microscopic appearances in various forms of glomerulonephritis are most helpful and offer much for the student struggling with morphological classifications in this group of disorders. Immune mechanisms involved in glomerular disease are also clearly described. The chapter on hypertension provides a wealth of theoretical and practical information. It might be ambitious to expect even the senior student to absorb it all, but benefit would be gained from trying.
Throughout, the presentation of this reasonably priced multi-author book is clear and concise. It has been a pleasure to read it for review. LAVINIA There have been five editions of this textbook in 23 years, an average of one every 4{ years. The dilemma of contemporary authorsdue to the speed of advance even in the limited field of coloproctologyis that the choice lies between new editions or supplements which would destroy the purpose of having a definitive text in one volume. This book is the definitive one within the field because Professor Goligher's approach is to include in his survey of each subject the relevant literature from authorities worldwide, and then to declare his own position from his personal experience. This gives one the comfortable feeling that one cannot go far wrong in following his footsteps. And yet it can lead to an embarrassment of riches when, for example, considering such topics as pilonidal sinus, or rectal prolapse, on which there is no general agreement. To be as objective as possible he includes the old and the new; for instance, while condemning the Mikulicz-Miles type of rectosigmoidectomy he describes it fully because it enjoys a vogue elsewhere. On the other hand, the detailed approach to the understanding of a rational treatment for such a humble but ubiquitous condition as haemorrhoids should leave the reader in no doubt as to what is best for his patient. Those who have entrenched positions which are assailed may feel aggrieved, but at least they get a mention through the excellent and comprehensive bibliography.
The length of the book is the same as the 4th edition but the whole-page format has been changed to two columns, which is easier to read. The drawings that illustrate operative technique are excellent, as are the photographs of diseased tissue and X-ray plates, 150 of which are new or improved. Mr H Nixon again contributes his first-class chapters on congenital deformities, megacolon, and other anomalies of the colon, rectum, and anus in children, and Professor H Duthie collaborates in writing the chapter on anatomy and physiology.
Anyone needing a comprehensive and authoritative text on the surgery of the anus, rectum and colon must have this book in this edition. How long can one man encompass the breadth of the subject, and can we look forward to the miracle of a sixth edition? The diagnosis of patients with liver disease has been made much more accurate by the introduction of laboratory methods ranging from the most simple, such as the serum bilirubin estimation, to the most complicated, such as nuclear magnetic resonance. The present book gives an account of all possible techniques including the most important of all, an accurate clinical evaluation. Material is presented in a novel way. First come chapters on diagnosis according to the function of the hepatocyte, the biliary system, and hepatic circulation. Immunological factors and fibrosis complete the section. The next part deals with methods for aetiological diagnosis such as infections or metabolic disease. Then come descriptions of the various techniques available, particularly hepatobiliary imaging, endoscopy and liver biopsy. Finally, the syndrome approach is given, with accounts of cholestasis, ascites, portal hypertension and hepatic encephalopathy.
The chapters are well written. All the authors have high international-reputations. Has the book succeeded in offering an up-to-date presentation of diagnostic approaches to the patient with liver disease? It certainly makes interesting reading for those with a basic knowledge of liver disease. The medical student, junior doctor or non-specialist may find it more difficult. The novice actually wanting to learn how to perform new techniques may not find the information sufficiently detailed. The histopathologist seeking to interpret a liver biopsy will not manage on the poor colour illustrations provided. This is an interesting book, well worth dipping into and with a place as a reference in a well financed hospital library. It is too costly for the individual. The title of this book may be quite misleading: the main aim is to present, in about 20 chapters, a comprehensive review of the quantitative variations of the levels of proteins present in body fluids. There is little emphasis, in fact, on structural abnormalities. According to a footnote in one of the chapters, those who hope to read about this aspect of research should wait for the publication of the fourth volume of the series, now being edited jointly by S E Ritzmann and L M Killingsworth.
The book starts with three chapters dealing with the ontogeny, genetic polymorphism and isoelectric focusing of plasma proteins. They are meant to be brief and up-to-date introductions to the next 15 chapters in which the normal and abnormal levels of proteins in as many different body fluids are listed. This middle part of the present volume, which includes sections on urinary, cerebrospinal, saliva, amniotic, pleural and sinovial fluid proteins, will undoubtedly be extremely useful to chemical pathologists and clinicians who like to be informed about the value of estimating specific components of body fluids for diagnostic and prognostic purposes. These chapters, each written by an expert in the field, are a precious source of information and I see myself consulting them over and over again.
However, I am rather disappointed with the last three chapters dedicated to the biological properties of oncofetal, placental and pregnancyassociated proteins and the significance of their detection and estimation in pathological conditions. Here, in fact, there is no mention of recent studies performed using monoclonal antibodies, and many new findings are ignored. For example, only placental and pregnancy-associated proteins of historical interestsince many are not tissuespecificare listed in the first of these chapters, while an entire new area of research on placental antigens using monoclonal antibodies is not mentioned. In the chapter dealing with proteins associated with human tumours, the oncofetal antigen CALLA is not even quoted once, yet it is one of the most interesting antigens for its specificity and biological characteristics. Truly, it is not a 'serum' marker, but other tumour antigens are first of all cellular products.
We should be grateful to Ritzmann and Finney for the appendix which contains a synopsis of the properties of most plasma proteins, listed according to their electrophoretic mobilities. Useful data are reported such as molecular weights, levels estimated using various techniques, biological functions and hereditary conditions due to their deficiencies. Great care has been taken in presenting tables and figures -and a useful cumulative index completes the book. This contribution to the Single Surgical Procedures series is simply and clearly presented and would enable a surgeon to perform a Boari flap with ureteric implantation for ureteric obstruction without having seen the operation performed previously. There are brief resumes of the historical background and preoperative investigations and preparation. Gow emphasizes that the Boari flap has a good blood supply enabling it to bridge a 16cm ureteric gap and that a 5 cm tunnel with mucosa to mucosa suturing should be achieved. The author does not favour constructing a cuff at the distal end of the retunnelled ureter and does not recommend using a splintingureteric catheter postoperatively. He does recommend anchoring the Boari flap to the psoas muscle.
The results of 47 cases are reported, 32 of these having tuberculous infection. The possible complications are listed. The technique used by Gow is clearly described in the text but the clarity of some of the 70 colour photographs is rather disappointing. Useful operative points of technique are emphasized, such as how to measure accurately the required length of the bladder flap to give a 5 cm submucosal tunnel for the reimplanted ureter. Skin hooks are recommended to minimize damage to the tissues.
This concise, practical volume is not expensive and should be amongst the urological books in every medical library.
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